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THOU(33TS ON--$our namismat i c  1 i b r a r y  

What i e  a co in  when it i; viewed by i t s e l f ?  T o t a l l y  by i t s e l f .  What do 
you see?  There i s  u s u a l l y  a  des ign ,  u s u a l l y  an i n sc r ip t i on - -bu t  w h a t  do 
they  mean--what do they r e p r e s e n t ?  Unless you have a numismatic l i b r a r y  
it w i l l  most l i k e l y  mean very l i t t l e .  There is  no th ing  l i k e  a  good 
r e f e r ence  book f o r  ex tenu ing  your c o l l e c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s .  A g r e a t  many 
c o l l e c t o r s  h u r r i e d l y  p a s s  over books which do n o t  app ly  t o  t h e i r  f i e l d  of 
i n t e r e s t .  How much t h e y  are missing! Your e d i t o r  h a s  found t h a t  a  book 
on a s p e c i a l i s e d  s u b j e c t  i s  almost  a s  good a s  owning the co ins  themselves;  
and with t h e  p r i c e s  on some of t oday ' s  i t ems  i t  may be a s  c l o s e  aa  you g e t .  

A very  good book r e c e n t l y  i s sued  d e a l i n g  with economic cond i t i ons  i n  e a r l y  
Canada is CAIIADAfS FIRST B m .  It i s  volume one i n  a  s e r i e s  s e t t i n g  out  
t h e  h i s t o r y  of t he  Bank o r  l o n t r e a l .  Here i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example of t h e  
wea l th  of informat ion t o  be gleaned from a non-numismatic source .  

What i s  the  purpose of  t h i s  l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  on numismatic l i e e r a t u r e ?  
Just t3is thought:  The t r u e  c o l l e c t o r  knows why t h e  i tem was i s sued ,  who 
i s sued  i t ,  where i t  was used,  how it was made, and t h e  meaning of what 
i t s  des ign  r e p r e s e n t s .  Can you supply  a l l  the  f a c t s  f o r  t h e s e  p o i n t s  on 
t h e  specimens i n  your c o l l e c t i o n ?  

?dr .  John Regitko w a s  p r e sen t  a t  t he  February meet ing Bescr ib ing  t h e  v a r i o u s  
t y p e s  of blank p l anche t s  t h a t  can be found o u t s i d e  the  miat. It should 
f i r s t  be known t h a t  t h e  p l anche t  i s  the  round p i ece  of meta l  on which t h e  
des ign  is stamped. These p l a n c h e t s  a r e  c u t  rrom f l a t  p i e c e s  of laeta1 and 
can 5 e  found wi th  an edge, c leaned and uncleaned,  and wi thout  an edge,  
The marking machine adds t he  edge t o  t h e  co in  by pas s ing  it between a  
s t a t i o n e r y  c i r c u l a r  segnent and a  r evo lv ing  wheel. By pushing t h e  a e t a l  
on t h e  edge back, a l l  d i s c s  a r e  made . t o  be t h e  sane s i z e  e x a c t l y .  They 
are then ready f o r  c l ean ing  and then the  p ress - -un less  o f  course  we co l -  
l e c t o r s  a r e  l u c k y  enough t o  have them s l i p  ou t  without be ing  f i n i shed !  
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The club i s  extremely f o r t u n a t e  i n  having an e x c e l l e n t  speaker ,  M r .  Jaqaes  
Seauroy,  scheduled f o r  t h e  next  neeting. hfr. Beauroy was born i n  f iance . 
and earned h-is Masters  degree  i n  P a r i s .  He has done an ex t ens ive  aaonat 
of post -graduate  work and h a s  done a good d e a l  o f  t e a c h i n g  i n  Franee. A t  
t h e  p resen t  time he  i s  Sen ior  I n s t r u c t o r  o f  Econonic H i s to ry  a t  t h e  Univer- 
sity of Toronto t each ing  P o l i t i c a l  Sconorny. E i s  t o p i c  w i l l  be t h e  H i s t o r y  - -- 
of B r i t i s h  Currency. Here ' s  an e x c e l l e n t  oppor tun i ty  f o r  everyone t o  ga ih  
some i n t e r e s t i n g  knowledge and perhaps widen t h e i r  numismatic ho r i zons ,  
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