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President’s Message 
 
By Bill Kamb, President 
 
The past twelve months have been extraordinary 
for me, numismatically at least.  The stars aligned 
and I was able to upgrade several pieces in my 
decimal collection and I also added four rare 
twentieth century tokens.  The dispersal of a 
major Newfoundland decimal collection starting 
at the ONA Convention in Kitchener allowed me 
to upgrade five of those pieces to a higher level 
than I would normally buy.  The Canadian 
portion of this collection was sold at auction by 
Heritage in New York City in January.  It was on 
display at the Fall Torex Show and may possibly 
be the finest Canadian collection ever assembled. 
  
Several NNE members are of the opinion that 
now is the time to spring for that coin you've 
always wanted.  Collectors like me are in debt 
paying off coins from the above mentioned 
dispersal and others are saving their money for 
upcoming auctions.  Prices realized in the Fall 
Torex Auction tended to bear this theory out as 
only five Newfoundland coins sold on the floor.  
Beautiful coins such as: 1890 cent ICCS MS64R, 
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1896 cent PCGS MS64R, (3) 1904 5-cent PCGS 
MS66, (2) 1938 5-cent PCGS MS65, 1919 10-
cent NGC MS65, 1894 20-cent ICCS & PCGS 
MS64, 1899 20-cent ICCS MS64, and (2) 1918 
50-cent PCGS MS64 went to the book or to mail 
bidders for less than 50% of estimate!  In other 
times they would have sold at respectable prices.   
 
Next Summer the RCNA Convention will be held 
in St. John, New Brunswick, the first time it's 
been in the Maritimes since Moncton in 1997.  
From what I've seen and heard it will be in a 
fabulous location and the local club has some 
interesting events already scheduled.  We'll have 
our annual meeting, which will feature a well 
known speaker and this year we'll conduct an 
organized "show and tell".  Bring your favorite, 
most unusual, or most beautiful coin, token, or 
paper money to share with the membership. 
 
I've been an exhibits judge at the last three or four 
RCNA Conventions and at the last one in 
Edmonton, I was judging "best of show".  I was 
impressed by the winner in the young 
numismatist category and even had him in my top 
three for the ultimate award.  After the awards 
were announced I made it a point to meet him and 
congratulate him.  I mailed him a circulated set of 
George VI dimes that Chuck Moore had donated 
to the club with the stipulation that it be awarded 
to a YN.  The young man certainly appreciated it 
and I understand that he passed it around at the 
next club meeting in Calgary as part of their show 
and tell.  With this thought in mind, I'd like our 
club to make a similar donation.  Let's say we 
donate a circulated set of small cents to each YN 
that enters the bourse floor in St. John.  It will 
certainly promote the hobby and might even 
generate more interest in Newfoundland 
numismatics.  If you're willing to donate to this 
worthy effort please e-mail me letting me know 
quantities and dates of cents that you're willing to 
contribute or the amount of money you're willing 
to donate towards their purchase.  Based on the 
past couple of conventions, we'll need about 
thirty sets.  We can collate them and get the sets 

to the appropriate committee, which will pass 
them out at the convention. 
 
 
Newfoundland Diaspora 
Becomes Potent Political Force 
 
By Tony Hine 
 
Students of Newfoundland have long noticed the 
net migration for Newfoundland is primarily 
outbound, and was for most of the twentieth 
century.  The upshot of this wide dispersal of 
native Newfoundlanders makes the 
Newfoundland Diaspora a potent political force. 
 
If Newfoundlanders were to go home or drop 
tools en masse, the oil sands projects in Alberta 
would grind to a halt, at least until a new crop of 
migrant workers could be hired to replace them! 
 
The demographic of the transplanted has evolved 
over the decades from predominantly maritime 
through several decades of high steel where the 
legendary Newfoundland insensitivity to vertigo 
or other symptoms of acrophobia made them 
well-suited to work on Manhattan skyscrapers. 
 
During the gold-boom years, Newfoundlanders 
seeking high pay were more than willing to go 
underground, so Yellowknife boasted a healthy 
contingent of transplanted Newfoundlanders. 
 
Today's Newfoundlander is Internet savvy, 
versatile and adaptive. While a tech boom inside 
Saint John’s employs many, it is also a breeding 
ground and recruiting hot spot for Canada’s other 
silicon-valleys from Ottawa to British Columbia. 
 
Fort McMurray is crawling with 
Newfoundlanders.  Westjet launched a Toronto to 
Sydney non-stop flight in 2008, which allows 
thrifty Newfoundlanders living in Alberta to 
reach the ferry connection from the mainland on 
the same day that they leave from Alberta. 
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A Financial Post business photographer blogged 
that 50 to 60% of workers at the oil sands project 
are Newfoundlanders and estimated that the 
parking lot at the Newfoundland Bar and 
Restaurant in Fort McMurray contains two 
million dollars worth of pickup trucks 
[http://www.straylight.ca/greglocke/fortmac/inde
x.htm] 
 
In April 2006, Air Canada launched a 93-seat 
Embraer E190 regional Jet flight non-stop from 
Fort McMurray to Toronto, with same plane 
service continuing to St. John’s Newfoundland. 
Dubbed the Newfoundland Express the flights 
service the growing number of Newfoundlanders 
seeking wealth in Alberta’s booming oil-sands 
projects, but seeking to maintain their family ties 
on the rock. 
 

We Need Articles! 
 
We encourage all members to contribute to the 
Logbook.  If you have a special interest in a 
certain Newfoundland coin, token, or currency 
note, or have had an interesting experience in 
Newfoundland collecting, please share it with 
others through the Logbook.  Submit proposed 
articles to Rob Turner at 
rob7730@sprintmail.com .  Please submit prose 
in Microsoft Word and photographs as JPEGS.  
Remember, the Logbook will only be as good as 
the contributions we receive from our members. 
 
Newfoundland Hoards Drying 
Up 
 
By Rod O'Driscoll - East Coast Coins 
 
For many years I’ve had a keen interest in 
collecting Newfoundland coins.  Since being a 
teenager I’ve been purchasing collections in and 
around St. John’s and throughout the island 
portion of the province.  In this article I’d like to 
share my first hand experience of Newfoundland 
Coin Hoards past and present. 

As a dealer, I often refer to myself as a treasurer 
hunter – on a regular basis I see numismatic items 
which consistently blow my mind.  Recently I 
inspected a small estate which included an EF 
1909 Newfoundland government 40 cent cash 
note and a VF Government of Newfoundland $2 
Cash Note – just came at me totally unexpected.  
I have spent tens of thousands of dollars trying to 
uncover this type of material with little luck, 
when through word of mouth the items appear on 
my doorstep. 
 
The purpose of this article is not to share items of 
individual numismatic interest but rather items 
which we commonly refer to as hoards – in terms 
of this article I will focus on original hoards – 
collections which have been hoarded on issue and 
not ones put together by a modern collector (I 
know of some amazing local hoarders who will 
never sell their holdings of NFLD coins but that’s 
for another time).  The issue of coins hoards is 
indeed a difficult one to research. Q. David 
Bowers issued a great compilation on American 
Coin Hoards and Treasures in which 
Newfoundland coins also had passing reference. 
 
The problem with reporting on hoards is that 
most collections were purchased in confidence 
therefore dealers are not always free to share their 
stories.  Further, as we all know, the excitement 
of telling these types of stories often get 
embellished to the point of the original facts 
being completely lost. I remember some years 
ago that when the estate of the late J.R. 
Smallwood (former premier of Newfoundland)  
was auctioned, I purchased a cased AU 1948 
Canadian Silver Dollar – well, within months, 
grapevine chatter had me purchasing a Specimen 
68 which I got $20,000.00 for.  I wish!  This is 
the type of distortion that happens all the time 
when talking about original and exciting finds.  In 
this article I will share for the most part, my own 
experiences.  
 
Firstly, I’d like to share a story of my recent visit 
to view the holdings at the Newfoundland 
museum more commonly called “The Rooms” 
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after taking a look at the Rowe collection of 
NFLD coins and paper, and a small hoard of 
shipwreck coins from the Falcon found off the 
coast of the island in Trinity Bay, the curator 
showed me a very interesting find.  It turns out in 
the 80’s a set of  framed Newfoundland 
banknotes garnered some attention which was 
hung on the wall of a government Department for 
many years. The people called the museum and 
later had the set donated.  I looked at the set 
which was in its original frame – to my 
amazement there included:  
 
Union Bank: $50 & $2 
Cash Notes: 40 cents, 50 cents, 80 cents,  
   $1, $2 , $5 
1920: $1 & $2 
 
along with many more issues, including a pair of 
signed 1850 remainder notes.  Also included in 
the holdings there were 30 sheets of 4 signed 
1850 Island of Newfoundland remainder notes. 
 
Another interesting story I experienced was about 
8 years ago when one of the local auction houses 
had one of their regular sales.  The auction 
pamphlet noted that there were some coins 
included.  When I went to the viewing, I was 
quite amazed.  The auction description had one 
lot listed as miscellaneous foreign coins.  When I 
inspected them, there were no less than 25 NFLD 
$2 gold coins lying loose on the table to be 
auctioned as one lot.  Further digging uncovered 
10 – 20 American $10 , $20, and $5 golds mixed 
in with a small box of silver and plenty of other 
surprises.  That night at the auction, bidding was 
pretty strong for the coins.  I did pick up some 
foreign gold that nobody seemed to know was 
gold and a nice lot of 10 pieces of NFLD paper 
money.  Where this lot came from, I’ll never 
know, but the auctioneer told me the contents 
were dropped off in a garbage bag as part of a 
larger estate. 
 
On another occasion, a friend of mine had a call 
from a lady with a small bucket of Newfoundland 

5 cent silvers, 16,000 in total. He purchased them. 
There were 4 1946 C’s in the mix.. The 46 5 cent 
is an interesting coin, A good friend of mine told 
me with certainty that in 1951 he was approached 
by a gentleman who had 5 rolls of 1946 5 cent 
silvers.  Not having the money to buy them at the 
time, he attempted to communicate with the 
gentleman on many occasions after the original 
meeting but never had any success in finding him. 
 
The same person in 1968 made a purchase of 
1000 NL $2 golds from a merchant family on the 
West Coast of the Island.  I purchased the last 
coin from the hoard in 1997; an ICCS 1880 
AU50.  Smart guy, he took, almost 30 years to 
unload the hoard so as not to flood the market. I 
have seen a few hoards of $2 golds in the past 30 
years, up to 78 on one occasion, but am unsure as 
to what ever happened to them. Today I seem to 
find them one at a time, although on occasion a 
lot of 4 or 5 will show up, most often in AU or 
better condition. 
 
When the Union Bank of Newfoundland and the 
Commercial Bank of Newfoundland crashed in 
1894, many Newfoundlanders lost their fortunes. 
After that period, many people never trusted the 
banks again and began to hoard their money. 
 
In the late 1990’s a gentleman came to me and 
told me the story of a guy in his hometown who 
had massive quantities of NFLD and Canadian 
silver along with hoards of banknotes.  “It could 
fill several trucks”, he told me.  Being the skeptic, 
I told him I hear those sort of stories all the time 
but they are rarely, if ever, true. You can imagine 
my surprise about a month later when the guy 
showed up at my house with a quantity of NFLD 
10 cent silvers that was big enough to completely 
fill one of my empty briefcases – the lot was 
unsorted with many Edward and Victorian 10 
cents mixed in.  He told me this old guy went out 
to a well on his property and the two of them 
hoisted up one of many ropes and at the end was 
a large sealed bucket – he unsealed the bucket 
and instructed the guy to bring the coins to me for 
sale which he did.  I was amazed!  
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A month later the guy showed up with another 
large lot but this time, unsorted Canadian quarters 
– enough to fill my briefcase again.  At that visit I 
was told the old guy had money like this hidden 
all over his property.  That was my last purchase 
from that hoard and I never did find out what 
happened to the collection.  I have been to the 
town many times but never had any further 
success with this hoard. 
 
In 2002, I received a call from a gentleman who 
said he had a lot of coins and wanted me to have 
a look.  I was quite surprised a few days later 
when I dropped by his house to find 5800 NFLD 
half dollars – thousands of NFLD 10 cent and 5 
cent silvers and many bags of mint sealed 
Canadian silver half dollars and dollars.  In the lot 
were 4 mint rolls of 1941 10 cent silvers all full 
white.  It’s a coin that shows up on the island 
quite regularly.  I made 6 complete sets of NL 50 
cents from that hoard, but the vast majority were 
common George and Edward halves.  Most often 
what shows up are average circulated coins. 
 

The Annual Meeting 
of the 

Newfoundland Numismatics 
Enthusiasts 

Will Be Held At 
3:30 PM Friday July 16, 2010 
in the Kennebecasis Room I 

Hilton Saint John 
1 Market Square 
Saint John, NB 

 
In 1999, I traveled to Grand Falls, Newfoundland 
to look at the collection of a 90 year old 
gentleman who had been collecting for many 
years.  When I entered his basement I was faced 
with thousands of pepsi and coke cans all filled 
with Newfoundland coins.  There was enough in 
that collection to weigh down my SUV.  In the 
end I did get some NFLD coin albums with MS 

Victoria half dollars from 1898, 1899, 1900.  I 
was told later that the guy never earned more than 
$6000 a year but had managed to accumulate this 
amazing hoard. 
 
On rare occasions, I will still find high grade 
NFLD coins.  About 10 years ago I purchased 
about 60 full white NFLD 25 cent coins from an 
old time dealer.  When I got them graded many 
came back MS63 – 64, but I did get one MS65.  I 
asked the dealer where he attained this interesting 
hoard.  He told me in the 70’s he was at a local 
store and was passed 2 brilliant 1917 25 cent 
coins in change.  Upon further asking if there 
were others, he managed to attain all 60 from the 
cashier at face value! 
 
Just last year with a friend I purchased a small 
hoard of 5 cent silvers in Twillingate, which 
included an original role or 1929 5 cents. Several 
of these came back MS65 which was amazing in 
that they were stored loose in a container with 
hundreds of others for over 60 years. 
 
During my University years, when I operated at a 
local flea market, I noted a guy who used to shop 
one coin around each week to the local dealers.  I 
would ensure that I was the high bidder knowing 
that, if what he was shopping around was an 
indication of a bigger collection, it was worth the 
small loss up front.  Sure enough after many 
months we decided that I would go to his house 
to view the collection.  I was amazed that in 3 
Whitman albums there were perhaps 200 mint 
condition Newfoundland halves. Most of the 
copper had PVC contamination, but the silver 
was still in amazing condition.  Most of those 
coins went to local collectors and eventually 
made their way to grading companies where most 
went MS62 – 64.  The gentleman’s father (who 
owned the coins) died in 1973 and the coins were 
stored by the family for 25 years. 
 
There are many stories of other hoards of 
Newfoundland coins and tokens.  At one point 
they would show up on a regular basis. Today, 
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my experience is that the hoards have gotten 
much smaller and the high grade coins are rarely 
present.  In Newfoundland, many of the families 
who possessed these hoards were well-to-do 
merchant families, who never had a need to sell 
their holdings and probably never will. They 
remain in the safety deposit boxes of the banks or 
are hidden in people’s homes, under mattresses, 
and in attics.  Maybe a few are still sitting in the 
bottom of wells.  Stories on the best hoards of 
course, I won’t be sharing with the hope that I 
purchase them. 
 
 
A Collector's Recent Addition 
 
By Tim Pare 
 
Here is a picture of one of most recent finds. It's 
an 1874 fifty cent piece I received from my 
fathers' neighbor who was a Canadian air force 
pilot stationed in Gander during the second world 
war.  He had a few other coins as well but this 
one stood out.  He kept it in a white paper 
envelope since 1944.  When my Dad mentioned 
to the old fellow that I collected Newfoundland 
coinage, he immediately gave it to my Dad for 
me to have. It is a nice piece.  
 
 
 
 
 

Tim Pare is calling on all NNE members who 
are going to attend the RCNA convention in 
St. John to bring along their 1896 fifty cent 
pieces for comparison with regards to obverse 
varieties and date spacing (narrow and wide 
date).  He is trying to gain information on the 
relative numbers of each variety. If you cannot 
attend the RCNA please submit pictures of 
your examples via email to 
hemi4real@hotmail.com. He appreciates your 
efforts and looks forward to the results.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Newfoundland Varieties 
 
By Barry Borsellino 
 
The remainder of this edition contain an excerpt 
from a manuscript about Newfoundland varieties 
that Barry Borsellino is drafting. 
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