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THE BULLETIN FOR SEPTEMBER 2008

PRESIDENT'S M ESSAGE

Hi again, fellow members:

Well, it is back to collecting time and to
start thinking about thefall season, Christmas
Dinner, while also thinking to ourselves;
“Where did the summer go?’

Thisisalso the season of changeand it’s
thetimeto start aseason of changeat NY CC.
Now, we don’'t want change for the sake of
change, what we need is change for the bet-
ter and change for the future and survival of
the Club. My agendaisnot to upset the prover-
bia applecart, but to make sure that it can
carry theload for many years ahead.

| have afull agendaprepared for the com-
ing season and | will be pushing and pushing
hard, to have everyone do whatever they can
to bring in new members.

| know you have heard this from me at
least a100times, but theredlity is, if wedon’t
get our membership up, and very soon, we
will start onanirreversibledeclineinto obliv-
ion. That isnot what you really want, soit is
up to each and every one of usto put an end
to lethargy and do something about it.

I need the commitment and participation
of every member this year, in order to carry
out our much-needed change.

| havelotsof other plansandideas, which
I will bring up at the September meeting. One
of the items on my mind is to ensure that
everyoneisbehind me, and asenthusiastic as
| anto once again hold our Christmasdinner
at the Legion, the same place aslast year. In
doing a survey, | found that all those who
attended last year redly enjoyed themselves
andwould bepleased to returnthisyear. It was
enough of avote of confidencefor meto book
our usual second-Tuesday-of-December
evening beforeanyoneelsemight grabit. The

NEXT MEETING - TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

We start gathering at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

The feature speaker at our September meeting will be member Henry Nienhuis,
presenting atalk titled “ Recent Counterfeit Collector Coins.” In recent years there
have been alarge number of counterfeit coins appearing on popular on-line auction
sites. Henry will present his research and experiences with such pieces, now often
being sold asreplicas. His presentation will include detailed images of these coins
with comments on methods to distinguish them from genuine specimens.

Our supply of draw prize material isvery low and we appreciate all donations.
Remember to bring some items for the auction!

only complaint from last year was that, for
some people, thefood portionswerenot large
enough. Since the value for the dollar is so
good at the L egion, the obvious answer to go
to a buffet format with only a modest cost
increase. Also at the next meeting, it is the
right timeto catch up on al the summer news,
especialy from those who could not be with
usat our July and August meetings.

We need donations for the Juniors
Treasure Chest . . . itisempty.

We need donations for door prizes, we
have almost none lft.

Let'sALL gointo our hiding places and
pull out afew of the odds and ends we forgot
we had and don’t know why we saved them.
They make great donations and prizes.

So bring all you can in prizes, donations
and Guests to this and future meetings. You
have doneit before many times and now you
candoit again.

Our website is up and running. Mark
Argentino has sent an e-mail to some mem-
bers requesting your ideas and thoughts. We
have, for now, simply put up thelist of those
on the executive and provided some contact
information at http.//www.northyorkcoin-

club.cal. Inhise-mail Mark suggested abunch
of sections, including: Meetings, Bulletins
(current and past), History of club, Articles
(this will be the ‘meat and potatoes of the
site), Archives, Auctions, Membership, A
Forum for comments (including suggestions
and discussions amongst members), a
Marketplace, buy and sell section, Upcoming
Events, Appraisa, About us, the Executivelist
and How To Contact Us. If you havethoughts
and have not responded, please do so. Mark,
David and others have done alot of work on
securing thiswebsite, so you should be part of
theaction.

You can advertise, sll, buy, trade, look for
ajob or offer one (just think, who would hire
me?) post a picture of your latest acquisition
and amyriad of other grandideas. Remember,
weareinthe21s. Century, solet’sbecomethe
Club of thefuture, not aclub from the past.

Wehaveawonderful history asaClub; let
us show the collectors of the World what we
are al about. Great names have come and
gone through NY CC.

It isto our advantage to let other collec-
tors know about us.
Nick
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MEETING NEWS OF THE AuGuUsT 2008 MEETING

The 538™ meeting of the North York
Coin Club was held on August 20, 2008 at
7 Edithvale Blvd., North York, Ontario. Ten
members and one guest were in attendance
when the President held the on time atten-
dancedraw at 7:35 p.m. The name of George
Fraser was drawn, but in his absence the
treasurer announced that the prize for
September would rise to $4.00.

As he welcomed those in attendance,
and introduced guest Davit C., the President
commented that this might be the last meet-
ing of the North York Coin Clubinroom 123
at 7 Edithvale, as construction was expect-
ed to begin shortly on the replacement facil-
ity. This would result in our group being
moved to other available rooms.

The President has booked the second
Tuesday of December at the Royal Canadian
Legion for the annual Xmas dinner. This
will probably take the form of a buffet and
be a few dollars more expensive than last
year. He asked that thisbe highlighted in the
contact made with members with the deliv-
ery of the September bulletin.

TheTreasurer presented afinancial state-
ment. The President corrected astatement in
the July minutesregarding acommitment for
state of the art audio-visual equipment to be
available in the new facility. He said the
wording should be subtly softened to say
rather that the city would attempt to provide
audio-visual equipment subject to budget
constraints. Such equipment would not be
required more than ten times per year.

Responding to a question about website
progress, David Quinlan replied that an over-
seaswork assignment had prevented his put-
ting any timeinto the project. The President
added that http://www.yourcdncoinconnec-
tion.conv had launched, containing misin-
formation about several clubs.

A break for coffee, cookies and juice,
generously supplied by Bill O'Brien was
held at 8:17 p.m. A thank you goesto Bill for
al his hard work.

After the break member Paul Petch
showed atable with ten books recently pur-
chased from the Amazon.ca website.

His three top recommendations were:

Good Money: Birmingham button makers,
the Royal Mint and the beginning of

modern coinage, 1775-1821 by George
Anthony Selgin;

100 Greatest Ancient Coins A Whitman
book by Harlan Berk; and

Money: A History by Catherine Eagleson.

Good Money traces the period in the
U.K. where small change was in short
supply. Matthew Boulton, who founded the
Birmingham Mint, contributed to the British
series popularly known as Condor Tokens
against this background. Boulton partnered
with James Watt to produce a steam driven
minting press. Although the book’s story
revolves around economics, the bibliogra-
phy citesall standard numismatic reference
works.

100 Greatest Ancient Coins, Harlan J.
Berk’s book, which was selected by the
numismatic Literary Guild as a top choice
for specialized booksin 2008, met all Paul’s
expectations for aWhitman publication.

Money: AHistoryisoutin paperback on
thetenth anniversary of the original hardcov-
er edition corresponding to the opening of
the permanent money exhibit at the British
Museum.

Time permitted Paul to mention make
other recommendations. The first was
Numismatic Photography by Mark
Goodman. All the coins photographed in
Numismatic Photography are United States
coins, but the techniques are equally appli-
cable to Canadian, world or ancient coins
and the book contained good advice on buy-
ing equipment. The subject raised aquestion
from Bill O'Brien who asked what amacro
lens for Nikon bayonet mount digital cam-
era might cost. Henry Nienhuis answered
that less expensive compatible lenses from
Conicafit the bill.

Another book was Sriking Change: The
Great Artist collaboration of Theodore
Roosevelt and Augustus Saint-Gaudens by
Michael Moran, which traces the renais-
sance of U.S. coinage, a pet project of
Theodore Roosevelt to make U.S. coinage
look prettier. Many regard the United States
twenty dollar gold piece asthe prettiest coin
the U.S. has ever produced. While Paul had
expected the book to bealight read, hefound
instead an exhaustive detailed study of the
coins and their times.

Finally Paul mentioned a non-
numismatic book that may be of interest to
numismatists. Byzantium by Judith Herrin,
deals with the second Roman Empire in
Constantinople from the fall of Rome in
1234 until 1450, when movable type
changed the world.

Henry Nienhuis talked about a book
from 1926 by Robie L. Reid on the subject
of the proposed mint and assay officefor at
Westminster, British Columbia. Henry is
preparing three views on the story in afive-
part article for the RCN Journal. Paul Petch
remembered the last time he saw the book
was when Syd Belzberg brought his $10.00
and $20.00 gold B.C. pattern coin to this
Club, with the book by way of explanation.
Henry added that Mr. Belzberg assembled a
complete Canadian collection, including the
1911 pattern silver dollar, but ironically, lost
money when he sold his collection.

Henry al so displayed and passed around
an RCM 2008 NCLT $15.00 piece which
depicts playing card money, an historical
numismatic curiousity dating back to the
French regime in Nouvelle France.

David Quinlan showed his humismatic
souvenirs from his Australia trip. He locat-
ed five coin dealers in Sydney on the
Internet, but two were open only on week-
ends. He managed to visit four, finding them
quite friendly and helpful. David displayed
several coins including some non-silver
duplicates that he was willing to sell. He
also showed some paper money, which he
received as a throw-in with a collection he
purchased.

The President remarked on the need for
donations to the door prize table and urged
membersto bring in anything they weretired
of looking at as a donation to the Club.

Door prizes were awarded to Davit C.
(2), Avner Bar-Moshe, John Regitko and
Tony Hine (2), plus others not recorded.

Our next meeting is September 23 and
will feature a presentation by Henry
Nienhuis, reprising his insightful sympo-
sium presentation from the 2008 CNA
Convention in Ottawa.

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.



NORTH YORK CoIN CLUB BULLETIN — SEPTEMBER 2008 — PAGE 3

ComMING EVENTS For FaLL 2008

SEPT. 21, Essex, Essex County Coin Club
Fall Show, Essex Retirees Social Club, 32
Russdl &. Hours; 10am. to4 p.m. Admission
50-cent, hourly door prizes, 15 tables, free
parking. For moreinformation, contact pres-
ident and show manager Dan Jones,
djones33@cogeco.ca, (519) 733-6296.

SEPT. 26- 28, S. Catharines, TNS, Qudlity
Hotel, 327 Ontario S. TNS, Quality Hotel,
327 Ontario &. 10a.m. to4 p.m., on Saturday
and Sunday Daily admissionis$4, Show pass
is $20. For more information, contact Rick
Simpson, Jo-Anne Simpson, rscoins@coge-

Taunton Rd. E. Hours: 9:30 am. to 5 p.m.
Free dealer public, and membership draws.
Free admission. Featuring paper, coins,
tokens, medals& many other items. For more
information, contact Sharon at 905-728-1352
or e-mail paoman@idirect.com.

OCT. 19, Mt. Elgin, 46thAnnual Tillsonburg
Coin Show, Mt. Elgin Community Centre,
Highway 19. Hours: 9 am. to 3:30 p.m.
Admission $1. Freeparking, lunch available.
For more information, contact Wayne
MacFarlane, (519) 842-6666, waynemacfar-
lane@sympatico.ca

co.ca(905) 643-4988, fax (905) 643-6329.
OCT. 4- 5, Cambridge, TLC Show, Future
Inns, 700 Hespeler Rd. Hours: Sat. 10am. to
5 p.m., Sun. 10 am. to 4 p.m. Admission
Adults $4, $2 seniors (65), students 16 and
under free. Free parking. For moreinforma:
tion, contact LindaRobinson (289)235-9288,
lindarobinson@cogeco.ca or Tom Kennedy
(519)271-8825.

OCT. 18, Oshawa, Oshawa Coin Club
COIN-A-RAMA, Five Points Mall, 285

OCT. 25 - 26, Toronto, Torex - Canada's
Nationa Coin Show, Hilton Toronto Airport
Hotel, 5875 Airport Road, Mississauga
Ballroom. Hours: Sat. 10am.to 5 p.m.; Sun.
10 am. to 3 p.m. Admission $6. Official
Auctioneer: the Canadian Coinoisseur,
Michael Walsh. For moreinformation, please
call 416-705-5348. Website:
http://www.torex.net.

OCT. 26, Stratford, Stratford Coin Show,
Army, Navy, Air Force, 151 Lorne Ave. E.

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events

Hours: 10 am. to 4 p.m. Adults $2 admission
includes draw on gold coin, 16 and under
free. Buy, sel coins, paper money, tokens.
Lunch available. For moreinformation, con-
tact Larry Walker (519) 271-3352, Box 221,
Gadshill, ON, NOK 10

NOV. 1, Scarborough, Scarborough Coin
Club 12th Annua Coin Show, Cedarbrook
Community Centre, 91 Eastpark Blvd. Hours:
9am. to 3 p.m. Free admission, free draws
and refreshmentsavailable. Tablestill avail-
able. For more information, contact Dick
Dunn at cpms@idirect.com or PO Box 562,
Pickering, ON L1V 2R7.

NOV. 9, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club Fall
Show, Caboto Club, 2175 Parent Ave.
Admission of $1 includes draws for hourly
door prizesand a grand prize. Plenty of free
parking. M. Clarke email: mclarke@win-
com.net, telephone (519) 735.0727.

NOV. 22, Niagara Falls, NiagaraFalls Coin
Club Show, Our Lady of Peace Hall, 6944
Stanley Ave. Hours: 9 am. to 4 p.m.,
Admission $2 includes free draw. For more
information, contact Todd Hume, (905) 871-
2451.

RomAN CoiN PAINTSA PicTURE OF CITY'sS PAasT
BY LAUREN ROGERS, WORCESTER NEwWS, AuGusTt 19, 2008

Archaeol ogists scratching through layers
of history in Worcester have found an
ancient Roman coin and a 200 year-old
halfpenny. The small coins were once sep-
arated by thousands of years, but now sit
side by side in the increasingly full exhibi-
tion case on show in The Buitts.

For the next eight weeks more findswill
be added to the glass cabinet as they are
unearthed. It is the perfect place to see and
start to comprehend just how much history
lies under our feet.

The Buttsdig isnow in its third week.

Professionals from Worcestershire
County Council, working with volunteer
members of the public, continue to find an
abundance of Roman pottery — from local-
ly made Malvernian to Samian wareimport-
ed from France.

Last week, they found three coins. The
Roman denarius has been badly eroded mak-
ing it impossible to date, but you can still
make out the image of a Roman emperor
stamped on its face.

The halfpenny datesto 1807 when King
George |11 ruled England and slavery was
abolished from the British Empire.

Theteam also dug up a17" century coin
of King Charles' reign, indicating that there
could be artefacts dating back to the Civil
War hidden beneath the surface.

Tom Vaughan, field project manager,
said: “There'sabig trench running acrossthe
site which we think was put there just after
thecity ditchwasfilledin.” Theditchwould
have been outside the Mediaeval city,
boundaries running along the length of the
city walls.

“This coin could have been dropped in
whenthey werefillingit,” said Mr Vaughan.

“Qr, it could have been thrown in before
that.

“Finding it here hel ps us know when the
ditchwasfilled in.”

Bits of pottery found in the sametrench
were described by archaeol ogistsas* gener-
ic 17th and 18th century” and they, along
with the coins, are now on display.

Angus Crawford with Roman coin
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VIEWPOINT: PEOPLE ARE AT THE HEART OF THE COIN COMMUNITY

“You know they sit around and say ‘L ook
at my old coin,’ and smile alot. That's what
Mr. Turrini’s coin friends do,” judged Tim
Crowell, 18, editor of Will C. Wood High
School’s(Vacaville, California) first-ever dl-
color yearbook, “ Cat Tracks.”

One day, astheweeksticked-downinmy
career teaching board drafting, social studies,
and directing yearbook and whilereading my
work e-mails, the* Cat Tracks’ Staff gathered
inthe production room. We had completed our
last deadline—and my last deadline with
retirement just weeksaway—and played time
on the PCs. Tim noticed that | was e-mailing
one of my coin friends about the local coin
club meeting that evening.

Laughing and joking, he and Ryan Cliff,
18, afellow staffer, explained, “ You and your
coinfriends, that'swhat youtalk about: ‘ Look
at my coin,’ ‘Wanttoholdit,’ and‘Let mesee
yours.””

Their remarkswerein jest and they knew
numismatics. Our “world of money” isasig-
nificant segment of my energy, time, com-
mitment and passion.

Their joking sarcasm, most likely the
result of their youth, sparked my thoughts.
Maybe that iswhat my coin friendsand | do
talk about: “Look a my old coin.”

When | officially closed my career of 31
years and walked-out proudly from Will C.
Wood, | made the mental note to listen to
what my coin friends—anyonein our univer-
sal “world of money”—do talk about. In my

BY MICHAEL S. TURRINI

“Stan” Turrini, just retired from 31

years of teaching. Heiswell known for
hisinvolvementsin organized numismat-
icsat all levels. Heisalso well known to
Canadian numismatists and a regular
attendee at the RCNA conventions, not
only brightening proceedings with his

enthusiasm, but contributing to the
formal program aswell.

Presently, heisthe American
Numismatic Association’s (ANA)
Representative Program’s national
coordinator. Hisemail is
EMPERORI @uno.com.

observationsthispast Junewetalk about much
more than “show me yours and | will show
you mine.”

Thefirst answer cameon Monday, June9,
before the Peninsula (Palo Alto, Cdlif.) Coin
Club’smonthly meeting when Fred G vanden
Haak and | met for dinner. Did we talk about
coins? No, rather we debated palitics, hebeing
a blue Democrat and me a rabid red
Republican. Yet, our conversation was not
just the upcoming national election. No, we
talked about our parents, his mother and
mother-in-law both over 100 and my mother
at 95, we talked about his daughter at the
Univergty of California-Davis, hiswife'slove
of horses, and about our weightsand diets. In
fact, asthe dinner conversation progressed, |
noticed that we never talked about coins;
rather, we talked about far greater valuesin
life: family, friends and faith in the future.

| have yet to see Fred's famous and rare
Dutch coins. Yet | know, from the poverty of
post World War || Holland, hislatefather took
the family to South Africa, hoping for a bet-
ter life. After 10 years he had earned enough
for four plane tickets out, bringing Fred and
hislate brother and parentsto California. That
personal fact stayswith me more than Fred's
knowledge of Dutch gold trade ducats.

That personal fact speaksvolumesof what
our world of money isabout: people, and not
those round metallic discs. People are our
world of money.

A few dayslater, in my annud trek to the
Gateway (Merced, Calif.) Coin Club to pres-
ent my “What Is Money” talk, Gordon R.
Donnell and | found ourselves at the table
with two women, and never did coins come
acrossof our conversation. One of thewomen
reminded usthat sheand her husband, whois
the club’svice president, would celebrate their
60th wedding anniversary in December, and
the other woman, TheresaM. Lund, haswon
her battle with cancer and wasjust glad to be
at the club’s gathering and out of her home.

We talked about trials, our tribulations
and ourselves, the price of gasoline, the hest,
and those dreams and hopes that make life
worth living. | never asked the woman what
she collected, but | know this December she
celebrates six decades of marriage. Now,
between the two facts, what would be more
important?

The following evening found me in
Cupertino, Cdlif., with avisit, long overdue,
with the Cupertino Coin Club, and before-
hand, | met brothers Bill and Dan Shattuc at
TGIF Restaurant for dinner. Among the once
most active coin enthusiasts around northern
Cdlifornia, and holder of al offices in the
Cupertino Coin Club, never over dinner did
wemention coins. No, it wasthe changeshere
inthe Golden State, traffic, gay marriage, the
conservation efforts that Dan has devoted
much of hislifeto, my mother, individuaswe
knew and their remembrances. Individuals
that we know and knew. People.

Our conversation cameagainand againto
those who, to paraphrase Mike “ Steamer”
Stanley, “havegonetothebig coinclubinthe
sky.” Again, it isthe people.

Coinfriendsare more apt to ask how your
family isdoing or what plansyou havefor the
weekend or in time of hurt and sorrow to
express empathy before asking you for a
recent Greysheet or the latest quotefor silver
or a current issue of Numismatic News or
Coins.

No, Tim and Ryan had it wrong. It is not
the coins that are the mortar and magnetism
of our world of money. It isthe people.

| can say more about Steamer and his
adventuresat every portinthePacificthan his
outstanding and growing collection of rare

Continued next page...
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Goob MoNEY REVIEW

PosTED BY ALEX TABARROK, SEPT. 2, 2008 IN HIS MARGINAL REVOLUTION BLOG

At the dawn of theindustrial revolution
as workers left the fields and moved to
industrial employment the demand for a
means of payment increased dramatically.
Workers, once paid in kind, needed to be
paid in amedium they could use to buy the
necessitiesof life. Small-tender bank notes,
however, were illegal and in Great Britain
the production of coin was monopolized by
the Royal Mint, which failed to provide
enough high quality coin to meet the
demands of workers and business. Silver
coin, despitethe effortsof Sir Isaac Newton,
the Master of the Mint at thetime, wasover-
valued and fled the country. Gold was too
expensive to make coins suitable for work-
ingmen and the Mint could not or would
not produce high-quality copper coins.

Good Money is George Selgin’sexpla-
nation of how enterprising button makers
solved what Sargent and Velde called The
Big Problem of Small Changethereby mak-
ing theindustrial revolution possible. Selgin
isamonetary theorist so you might expect
a dry account of monetary history but the
mint-battle between Matthew Boulton,
whom Wired once namedthe ultimate CEO,
and copper-king Thomas Williams propels
thestory forward. If you canimagine, Good
Money is something of a cross between
Friedman and Schwartz’'s A Monetary
History of the United States(although not as
broad in scope) and a business epic like
Barbarians at the Gate. | also liked how
Selgin draws on newspapers, novels, limer-
icks and tavern songsto illustrate the prob-

lems and events of thetime. Thisbard was
both a good economist (he has Gresham’'s
Law!) and public choice scholar.
‘Tis Gold buys \Votes, or they' d have
swarmed ere now,
Copper servesonly for the meaner Sort
of People
Copper never goes at Court
And since on Shilling can full Twelve
Pence weight,
Slver isbetter in Germany
‘Tistrue the Vulgar seek it, What of
that?
They are not Satesmen, -let the Vulgar
wait.

Themoney problem influenced and was
influenced by all of the major events of the
day so Good Money is also an economic
and political history of the industrial revo-
lution. Here’'s an interesting tidbit.
Company storeswere not so much away for
firmsto rip off employees (why not just pay
them less?) but wererather ameans of econ-
omizing on coin. Selgin shows how the
shortage of coin shedslight on a number of
other otherwise peculiar business practices.

What lessons can bedrawn fromthe his-
tory of private coinage? Private money cir-
culated only if it wasvoluntarily accepted as
ameans payment. Thus the primary prob-
lem faced by private firms was how to cre-
ate trust and credibility. To encourage cir-
culation, for example, issuers promised to
redeem their tokens in gold (which the
Royal Mint did not). Inturn, the promiseto
redeem gave producers an incentiveto make

their coins difficult to counterfeit, which
they did by making the coins beautiful -
numismatists will appreciate the full-color
illustrations of the private coinage produced
by Boulton and hisrivals - as well as tech-
nologically advanced.

Today, the big problem of small change
is no longer such a bhig problem, athough
shortages of wanted coin continue to occur
sporadically around the world as well as
surpluses of unwanted coin. Nevertheless,
the basic problems of private coinage were
trust and credibility. Modernissuersof dig-
ital cash face the same problems and thus
Selgin’shistory isavaluable reminder about
the scope and potential of alternative mon-
etary institutions.

...PEOPLE ARE AT THE HEART

and choice Seated and Bust coinages. Why?
Because it isthe people, those “coin friends”
to my two seniors.

Onerecent lazy summer Juneevening, in
thebackyard of the nice suburban Livermore,
Calif., home of Steven and Sharon Kramer,
the Livermore Valley (Cdlifornia) Coin Club
gathered for itsannudl picnic.

After the slab-toss, barbecue chicken,
desserts and soft drinks, we sat and our con-
versations crossed topics diverse as educe
tioninthe Oakland, Calif., public schoolsand

the best way to barbecueathick steak. Again,
it isthe people.

| telephoned Jim Magjoros in the Garden
State, and we shared our updates on the
impending travel to the Canadian Numismatic
Association, yet if minutes were being tabu-
lated, like through an old mechanical coin
counting machine, we talked more about my
retirement, hisretirement, hisbusiness, and his
Fourth of July weekend escape. Infact, | have
snapshotsof Jim’sfloral business, but no pic-
tures showing his coin collections.

No, my two seniorshad only part of it cor-
rect. There are “those coins,” yet they failed

to redlize it is the hands and hopes of those
who mount “those coins’ into abumsthat is
the mortar and magnetism of our hobby.

Bob Fritsch from the Granite State once
spoke of our coin community, and acommu-
nity is composed of people. There are no vil-
lages where coins breathe and live. People
make up our world of money.

Tim and Ryan had agood laugh about my
coin friends, but in the end it made me real-
ize that this hobby and this coin community
thrive because of the peopleinvolved. It'sthe
people who make al the difference.
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Canada’sHistory Charted with M oney

BY MARION C. GEORGE

Blind, deaf, indomitable,

Will Kernohan spent nine long
years and a heart full of devotion
on a project he couldn’t see

Numismatistswho chooseto collect inthe
Canadian arena soon find that the field is
replete with interesting specimens, be they
the tokens of the French regime or the later
British colonia issues, playing card money,
the fractional shinplasters, or the commemo-
rative coins of the modern era. In addition to
these more common items, there are a so the
interesting and unique money charts of Will
Kernohan.

Kernohan, not arich man by the rules of
most, spent a great deal of his money and
yearsof hislife researching Canadian history
as it related to numismatics in order that he

might leave for future generations of
Canadians his chartstracing “ The History of
Canadain Money.”

When after many years hefinally had the
contentsof the chartscompleted, it devel oped
that the deputy minister of finance of Canada
would not grant the necessary permission to
reproduce appropriate specimensof Canadian
currency in print. A stubborn Irishman,
Kernohan had worked too long and hard to
accept defeat at this level. In retaiation he
went to thetop, writing thefollowing letter to
George V1, King of England:

“Your servant has a matter he would like
to bring before His Majesty in connection
with Canadd's history. For sometime | have
beenworking onaplan, intheform of achart.
Thischart, when completed, will show acom-
plete history of all the coinage and paper

money of the Dominion of Canada, from 1867
tothe presentissue. . . . but our great difficul-
ty isto get a reproduction asit is a criminal
offenseto reproduce money. Your servant de-
sires to ask His Majesty if he will consider
some means of issuing a permit to have this
chart reproduced for the purpose heretofore
stated.”

To appreciate the degp meaning Kernohan
put behind this letter one must explore his
background and the intensity with which he
compiled the information and collected the
numismatic specimens illustrated on his
money charts.

Kernohan was born in 1874 on a farm
near Forest in south western Ontario. His
father emigrated to Canada from Ballamana,
Ireland, and was of Empire Loyalist stock.
Hismother, the adopted daughter of aseacap-
tain, was from Edinborough, Scotland.

At 13 young Kernohan developed adsike
poisoning behind theeyesasaresult of expo-

| first became aware of William H.
Kernohan in thekitchen of L ouise Graham,
a past General Secretary and a Past
President of the Canadian Numismatic
Association. It wasno later than 1963 when
she presented me with Kernohan's second
chart and, being ahigh school student at the
time, it seemed a natural enough educa-
tional aid.

Then, in 1967 in the pages of the
November issue of Canadian Numismatic
Journal, | found an anonymous article pro-
viding ashort biography of the gentleman.
The article began by considering the vari-
ous special and sometimes unique waysin
which people approach the hobby. It
reflected on some of the great individuals
that have contributed research and left their
mark on Canadian numismatics, and then
went on to introduce amost unique gentle-
man, William Kernohan (1874-1962), who
had lived in Forest, Ontario.

That article included this tantalizing
background information:

“Mr. Kernohan for many years, knew
that an affliction would in due courseclaim
his sight, and thereby rob him of the enjoy-
ment of studying his numismatic specimens.
At the same time, this remarkable person
conceived the idea of alleviating to some
extent the school child’s drudgery, as rep-

resented by the classesin Canadian histo-
ry. Mr. Kernohan became convinced that
history could be made more interesting,
and its presentation more attractive, if it
weretied in with our numismatic past. But
not satisfied to drop it in a basket labelled
“Good Intentions,” he proceeded to do
something about it. Despite many disap-
pointments, and delays, inherent in the
undertaking of such a project. by 1944 he
was able to commission a printing firmto
prepare the necessary printing plates, for
Charts 1 and 2 of his“ History of Canada
in Money.” Reproductions of these appear
on pages 450 and 452. Some 2,000 copies
of each chart were made and distribution
primarily to schools through Boards of
Education, was begun. A further number
went to libraries and personsinterested in
the cause he espoused. It is a matter of
regret that a country which wasthen emerg-
ing from long years of war, failed to fully
appreciate the contribution Mr. Kernohan
had made, and of course, coin collectors
werevery few and far between at that time,
so the project can hardly have been a finan-
cially profitable one. But asa contribution
to Canadian numismatics, by a numisma-
tist, we salute the memory of William H.
Kernohan.”

The articled concluded with the news
that Carl Lehrbass of Alvinston and Lloyd
T. Smith of London were collaborating on
a more detailed monograph dealing with
Mr. Kernohan and his contribution to our
hobby. | never did see the results of that
research, but two years later | did enjoy
the article that is reproduced here from
Coins Magazine of November 1967.

In searching past auction sales, | don’'t
see the charts coming up, other than asin-
gle occasion | was able to find. The Frank
Rose Mammoth [Kenneth Merlyn] Gaver
(Collector’s Research) Numismatic
Collection from November 1977, listed
both charts 1 and 2 aslot number 179, but
did not include Kernohan’'s name. The lot
was estimated at $125, but | don’t have a
PRL of this particular sale, so do not know
what it actually sold for.

| had not thought much about
Kernohan's chartsuntil discovering acopy
of chart number 2 for sale at the London
Numismatic Society’s September 14 coin
show. The dealer | spoke to said he had
about a dozen of chart 2 in stock and that
they had been hanging around for over 40
years. | purchased one, because my origi-
nal copy has more water damage than the
particular one being offered. My search for

acopy of chart 1 continues.
Paul Petch
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sureinthethreshing of alsikeclover. He soon
began losing his sight and wasin later years
to become completely blind.

The lifetime handicap was to serve as
Kernohan'sinspirationinlater lifefor the pro-
duction of his unique money charts, which
were primarily intended to serve the
youth of theland. Hisidea
was that the
charts
would pro-
vide lasting
illustrations
of old
Canadian cur-
rency for future
generations, link-
ing them with the
growth, theindus- \ ==~ -
tries and the \ " - owed
resources of Canada,
“sothey can seethem
while they’re young,
because somemay lose
their sight as| have.”

Having a great love
for Canada, Kernohan
believed that the romance
of her history could and
should be presented to
school childreninaninterest-
ing visual form. He felt the
charts could be the beginning
of such amethod, and hisambi-
tion was to see them placed in
schools, libraries and museums: all across
Canada.

Certainly Kernohan had no idea at the
timethat only afew years after hisdeath coin
collectors in Canada and the United Stated
would consider the charts as collector items.
Active coin collectors were few and far
between in Canadawhen K ernohan wasdoing
research for his compact “The History of
Canada in Money.” Today his achievement
stands as the only, chronicle of itskind in the
world.

Kernohan set out on histask of compiling
and presenting these chartsin 1938. It was an
enormoustask for aman of 64 years agewho
had three strikes against him from the very
start, being totally blind, nearly deaf and heav-
ily dependent on others. By the time he was
ready to print his charts Canada was at war,
making both labour and material scarce.

To redlize his dream in compiling, “The
History of Canadain Money” Kernohan set
out first to research available material on
Canadian currency, linkingit with the story of
Canada’'s growth
from a wilderness
inhabited only by
Indians to a mod-
\ ern nation. Then,
4\ all of this com-
piled historical
\ data

This dow
and laborioustask, which
took almost three years to complete,
wasmadeall themoretediousby Kernohan's
lack of sight. Another influencing factor was
hislack of acomplete formal education.

In the meantime, and actually since 1927,
Kernohan had been collecting the numismat-
ic specimenswhich wereto be used in prepar-
ing illustrations for the charts. His ambitions
as a coin collector had been given light in
1927 when he was given an 1859 cent.

The examples of paper currency used in
illustrating the charts came from two sources;
Kernohan's personal collection and items
which were borrowed from the archives of
Canadd schartered banks. Hisdevotiontothe

money chartsproject is evidenced by the fact
that he purchased a series 1935 Sir Wilfred
Laurier $1,000 note.

In another instance he went to great pains
to locate a specimen of an 1872 Dominion of
Canada $50.00 banknote. Though he was
never able to obtain one, he was not stopped
easily, as he again wrote a request to King
George V1, one which would not befilled.

Finally, everything, the test and
Illustrations, had been assembled and pre-
pared. All that remained was for the printing
plates to be prepared. At this point the entire
project ground to ahat asK ernohan could not
obtain permission to have the banknotes

He was
told finally
and emphati-
cally that it
wasagainst the
law to print
illustrations of
¥ // currency in any
way for any pur-
pose whatsoever.
7/ However, too much
/| effort had been putin
| the project for Kerno-
i/ han to allow it to drop
i/ easily. Two fruitless
| trips to Ottawa ensued,
in which he personally
petitioned the deputy min-
ister of finance, Dr. W. C.
Clark.

When all elsefailed, pos-
sibly no one but Will
Kernohan would have consid-
ered petitioning the King of
England. This letter, which was
quoted previously, brought
results. A reply in the affirmative
was received from the governor genera of
Canada.

Soonwhed swere setin motion and thelit-
tleman from Forest with the big ideafor future
Canadians received the permission he sought
to print reproductions of certain early
Canadian banknotes. This permission was
received from the very man who had twice
refused him, Dr. W. C. Clark.

Now only one more problem remained to
solve, and Kernohan felt that timewasrunning

Continued next page...
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... Canada’s History Charted

out on him. Whowould print the chartsto suit
him?

After many inquiriesand frustrating delays
the Hull Printing Company of Winnipeg,
Manitoba, was selected to be responsible for
the preparation of the plates and the printing.
Kernohan's first letter to them was dated
December 8, 1942, and it was not until April
of 1947 that thefirst printed chartscamefrom
the press.

The shortage of [abour and the obtaining
the right kind of paper had slowed down the
work. An additiond influence was the great
distance between the author and the printer.
During the more than four years Kernohan
made two trips to Winnipeg to personally
check proofs and layouts.

Kernohan had shipped to Winnipeg the
numismatic itemsto be used in the preparation
of theillustrative plates. The engravers who
made the plates refused to be responsible for
the valuable coins and paper money in the
collection, insisting that one of the brothersin
the Hull printing firm pick them up each night.
Each morning they were returned from the
security vaults. Thisritual continued until the
job was completed.

Findly, nine years after Will Kernohan
first started work on “The History of Canada
in Money” charts, they were ready for dis-
tribution. One of the first copies was sent to
Princess Elizabeth, with appreciation and
acknowledgment being made by the governor
general onAugust 17, 1948,

Educators wereimmediately enthusiastic
about the Kernohan money charts. They were
requested by public schools, colleges, univer-
sities, libraries and museums. They were
placed on display at the Royal Ontario
Museum in Toronto through the efforts of
Lieutenant E. A. Baker, co-founder of the
Canadian National Institutefor the Blind, who
was persondly interested in the project.

Although Kernohan'sfamily did not share
hisinterest in the money charts, and couldn’t
understand his devation to a project which
did not interest them, his son Fred has a pair
of them in his general store in Inwood,
Ontario. Five years ago coin collector Carl
Lehrbass of Alvington, Ontario, noticed the
charts hanging on the wall and asked about
them. Thisbrought to light another chapter in
the story of the charts.

It developsthat after nine years of labour
and as zeable expenditurein money, the charts
were nearly lost. With the elder Kernohan
dyingin 1961, Fred moved to Inwood withthe
charts, storing them in an uncle's barn. The
roof |eaked and some of the chartswereruined
and the uncle was going to burn the rest.

Although hehad no persond interestinthe
money charts, Fred removed them from the
barn and stored them in his home, as being
Scottish hehad asaving nature. Also, heknew
only toowell how hard hisfather had worked
on them, and how much money they cost, as
he had guided his father on the fruitless trips
to Ottawawhen hewas seeking permission to
illustrate the examples of Canadian currency.

Originally intended as avisual aid to be
used in schools to encourage interest in
Canadian history, timehas converted the Ker-
nohan money charts to relics which the coin
collector relishes. On these charts Kernohan
made no attempt to provide acomplete histo-
ry of Canada’s currency. Rather, it was his
intent to present reproductions of both coins
and notes representing the principal eventsin
Canada, her industries and resources.

There aretwo charts, both printed on two
sides. The first chart begins by tracing
Canada's history through its currency from
1534 when Jacques Cartier landed on the
shores of the S. Lawrence, making acquain-
tance with the natives of North America and
their “wampum.” It isinteresting to note that
a “wampum belt” owned by Kernohan was
actualy given to him by his old thorn Dr.
Clark.

The second chart presents the story of
Canada scirculating currency from the eraof
Queen Victoria up through the World War 11
victory coins of 1945. The back side of this
chart presents a chronological outline of the
significant events in Canadian history from
1534 through 1945.

Each coin or note illustrated on the four
chart faces represents a development in
Canada s then 411 year history. Theillustra-
tionsinclude Canada sfirst paper money, the
French card money, beaver money, coins of
the French regime, an early Hudson's Bay
Company note, provincial halfpenny and pen-
ny tokensand Prince Edward Idland’sdough-
nut shaped “Holy Dollar” of 1786.

Alsoillustrated are the British Columbia
$20 gold coins of 1862, the Magdalen Idand
onepenny token of 1815 and 20 and half cent.

coins issued during the reign of Queen
Victoria A large variety of notesareillustrat-
ed, including a 25 cent shinplaster, a $4 hill
depicting the Earl and Lady Minto and
Canada'shighest denomination, a$1,000 note.

One can observe that perhaps Will
Kernohan was a man who lived before his
time. Hehad aconsuming ideathat few could
grap but, because he had vision instead of
sight, was stubbornly Irish and fiercely
Canadian, wehave his* TheHistory of Canada
inMoney.” Itismorethan another collector’s
item, it is the only work of its kind in the
world.

Reprinted from Coins M agazine,
November 1967

The Canadian Silver Dollar
...All you had to do, was ask!

Numismatists who are interested in the
Canadian serieshavefor along time await-
ed thestriking of thesilver Canadian dollar,
but it appearsthe mint authoritiesare not yet
ready to coin pieces of that denomination for
genera circulation. Mr. R. W. McLachlan
recently was given to understand by the
Canadian Deputy Receiver General that Sil-
ver dollars could be obtained if the mint
were requested to strike them, as the dies
were ready. Mr. McLachlan wrote to the
OttawaMint requesting several specimens,
and wasinformed by Deputy Master Bonar
that he was “unable to comply with your
request, as no silver dollar coins have yet
been struck, nor has the mint been request-
ed to coin any up to the present date.”

Mr. McLachlan states that when the
caseswere prepared for the proof setsof the
first coinage of GeorgeV, spacewas|eft for
the dollar, and that he learned while in
Ottawa a year ago that punches had been
sent out from the London mint for making
thediesfor thedollar, and that apair of dies
had actualy been prepared from which a
single pattern had been struck, but that sofar
as he knows no numismeatist has seen this
interesting dollar of 1911.

Itishoped that instructionswill soon be
given to the Canadian mint authorities for
the generd issueof thiscoin, whichwill rep-
resent the first of the denomination to be
coined in Canada

Reprinted from The Numismatist,
July 1913




