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Memo to all members of North York Coin Club; your attendance is requested 
at June 22nd.meeting for the following reason. 

WeRobert Aaron has appealed for a hearing regarding suspension of his 
membership read to him at March 23rdaeeting under section 12 of North 
York Coin Club Constitution. 

WAny member who conducts himself or herself in a manner deemed 
unbecoming a member of the Club may be suspended or may have his 
or her membership cancelled immediately by a majority vote of 
the Executive Committee. Any member so suspended or whose membership 
has been cancelled may appeal to the Secretary for reconsideration 
of the decision of the Executive Committee and such appeal shall be 
heard at a general meeting of the club within three months of the 
appeal and after all members have been notified in writing of such 
an appeal. The decision of the general meeting shall be final." 

The above motion was unanimously made at an Executive Meeting held on 
March 18th after discussion lasting one hour and twenty minutes re the 
behaviour of 3Il.Robert Aaron at the Annual Meeting of Jan.27th; Regular 
Meeting of Feb. 24th; Annual Show of Feb. 28th. 

Iq reply to numerous enquiries re annual garden party; we are sorry to 
advise same was cancelled as it was necessary to have a regular meeting on 
June 22nd. in order to comply with Mr.Aaron's request for a hearing, 

Speaker for Jun2 22nd.meeting will be Mr.James E.Charlton, Honorary Member 
of our club, also 1st.Vice President of the Canadian Numismatic Association, 
Mr.Charltonfs talks are always very interestinvg; we hope for a good 
attendance. 

Executive, 
North York Coin Club. 
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THE STRIKE I S  OVER: A r e g u l a r  June meet in^ o f  N . Y . C . C .  at t h e  North 
York Community H a l l  was t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  p o s s i h i l - i t y  o f  a s t . r f k e  hv 
workers  t h e r e .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  morning o f  Thursday,  June 3 ,  however,  t h e  
s t r i k e  was s e t t l e d ,  s o  t h e  meet in^ w i l l  b e  he ld  a t  8:OO PM a t  t h e  Ha l l  
on Tuesday,  June 22 ,  1976. 

A t  t h e  LAST PEETING, on May 3.5 ,  1.976, s e c r e t a r y  Xjuci l le  Colson was h a c k  
t o  r e a d  t h e  minu tes .  P a u l  Johnson ,  a s  CNA Club I a i a s o n ,  spoke concern-  
i n g  t h e  D e l e g a t e ' s  RreaKfas t  a t  t h e  upconinp CNA conven t ion  i n  Ot,tawa. 
A s  y e t  t h e r e  a r e  no volunt .eers  f o r  N V C C  c l e l e ~ a t e ,  so  t h e  executfve 5s 
c o n s i d e r i n g  an appoint,ment,. Speaking of appointments, 2nd Vice Presi-  
d e n t  Fred J e w e t t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  been a p p o i n t e d  a s  ONA d i r e c t , o r  f o r  Areal 
No. 7 t o  r e p l a c e  Tony Cordon, who will shortly be  mavin^ out, West,. 
Good l u c k  w i t h  t h e  new post, ,  F red .  

Speaker  f o r  t h e  even in^ was t h e  c l u b  T r e a s u r e r ,  George F r a s e r ,  whose 
t o p i c  was l tCol- ledt ing  Canadian Paper  Monev. l1 G e o r ~ e  polnt,ed ou t  t h e  
l a r g e  s e c t i o n  on p a p e r  cu r rency  i n  J .  E .  Char]-t ,on7s c a t a l - o p e ,  h r i e f l ~ r  
ske tched  i t s  h i s t o r y  i n  Canada, and went, on t,o supyest ,  how t.o ~ t ~ a ~ t  a  
c o l l e c t i o n .  George s u ~ ~ e s t , e d  b e ~ i n n i n ~  w i t h  c u r r e n t  s e r i e s ,  oht a5n3 ng 
CU n o t e s  a t  f a c e  v a l u e  from banks  ( a t  r e l a t i v e l y  low c o s t ) .  One can  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on l e t t e r  s e r i e s  (usua3.1y i n  $1 .OO n o t e s  ! , ast ,erS sk n o t e s ,  
r a d a r  n o t e s  ( w i t h  s e r i a l  numbers reading,  t h e  same f o r w a r d s  a s  b a c k w a r d s ) ,  
o r  any v a r i a t i o n s  on or comhinat.ions o f  t h e s e .  c e o r c e  mentioned a s e -  
c u r i t y  advantage  t o  co13 e c t i n ~  paper  as  we1.1 : w h i l a  t h e  n o t e s  t ,hemselves 
can be kept, i n  a bank !where they d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  much s p a c e ) ,  nhot,o- 
copied pages of notes can  he kert i n  a h i n d e r  a t  home f o r  q u i c k  r e f e r -  
ence. While phot,oconyin~; of  n o t e s  i s  n o t  s t , r i c t l . y  i n  accordance  w i t h  
~ o u n t e r f e i t ~ i n g  l a w s ,  it h a s  been s u ~ p s t e d  t h a t  t h e  word l '~pec i rnen '~  be 
added t o  t h e  p i c t u r e s  and an o b l i q u e  l i n e  s t r u c k  t h r o u g h  t h e  denornjn- 
a t i o n s .  Where t h i s  h a s  been done,  and t h e r e  i s  c l e a r l v  no f r a u d u l e n t  
i n t e n t  i n  p roduc inp  t h e  ~ h o t ~ o c o p i e s ,  t h e  aut>hor i . t , ies  have n o t  heen  
known t o  i n t e r f e r e .  

M r s .  Louise  Graham r e p o r t e d  on t h e  recent ,  ONA conven t ion  w h i c h  t h i s  
c l u b  s u c c e s s f u l l y  h o s t e d ,  and thanked t h e  manv peop le  invo lve*  jn  i t s  
o p e r a t i o n .  Ted Banning a l s o  extended t h a n k s  t o  b y r .  R e  C. lflg.7.l ev, com- 
mending him f o r  h i s  t e r r i f i c  work i n  n r e n a r i n p  and n r e ~ e n t , i n e  a  p a p e r ,  
with s l i d e s ,  f o r  the c o n v e n t i o n ' s  Educational Parum, His paper  w i l l  
a p p e a r  in a fort,hcominp: i s s u e  of  t h e  O n t a r j o  ?fumisr?at.ist,. 



ERRATVM ( w i t h  e d s .  a p o l o ~ i e s )  : I n  XVII:L, P .  11, of t h i s  bul - le t . i .n ,  t h e  
words llbIembers o f  t h e  C . N . A .  execut ive ' '  should  read  "A member o f  t h e  
C . N . A .  e x e c u t i v e ,  M r .  Robert  Aaron.ll My a p o l o ~ i e s  tlo M r .  A. L.  Yunro, 
C .N . A .  P r e s i d e n t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  f o r  my m i ~ i n t ~ e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  n o t e .  

We welcome B a r r y  Carson t o  t h e  c l u b  a s  member 5-33.5. 

SIJMF,RIAN ECONOMIC TEXTS 

Long b e f o r e  t h e  adven t  o f  c o i n a ~ e ,  t h e r e  a r o s e  i n  t h e  T i p r i s -  
Euphr-ates v a l l e y  t h e  use  o f  w r i t t e n  documents a lmos t  a k i n  t o  modern 
paper  c u r r e n c y  and cheques.  A c t u a l l y ;  t h e s e  economic document,s were 
more u s u a l l y  r e c e i p t s ,  a l t h o u ~ h  some were promises  o f  payment, o r  a c -  
knowledgements o f  i n d e b t e d n e s s ;  and d o n ' t  b e  deceived by  t h e  p a r a ] - l e l  t o  
p a p e r  c u r r e n c y ,  f o r  t h e s e  documentas were n o t  on p a p e r ,  b u t  i n  t h e  form 
o f  c l a y  t a b l e t s  on which cune i fo rm c h a r a c t e r s  had been i ~ p r e s s e d .  The 
t a b l e t s  had no r e g u l a r  sys tem o f  u n i t s ,  f o r  t h e y  were not ' i s s u e d '  i n  
t h e  s e n s e  tha t ,  modern c u r r e n c y ,  o r  even a n c i e n t  c u r r e n c y ,  Iias been is- 
sued by a  c o v e r n i n g  body,  o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l .  The f a c t  t h a t  each  o f  t h e s e  
t a b l e t s  had t,o be  l a b o r i o u s l y  w r i t t e n  o u t  b y  hand f o r r o e s  t h e  possihi1.-  
i t y  o f  a  l a r g e  uni form i s s u e  anywag. I n s t e a d ,  each t ,ah le t ,  was s imnly  
i n s c r i b e d  as t h e  o c c a s i o n  a r o s e ,  recordinp;  t r ansac t , j . ons ,  not. ~ e n e r a 1 . 1  y 
i n   old o r  s j . l v e r ,  b u t  i n  c a t t l e ,  ~ o a t s ,  p r a i n ,  and r e e d s ,  amonp o t h e r  
commodit i e s  . 

Let u s  s e e  how t h i s  sys tem wou1.d work. A businessman i n  a Pumerian 
c i t y  -- s a y  Umma -- i s  r e c e i v i n ~  seven g o a t s  i n  payment from a l.ocal. 
c i t i z e n .  A s c r i b e  would be on t h e  s p o t  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  event on t h r e e  
t a b l e t s ,  which were t h e n  d a t e d ,  pe rhaps  s e a l e d ,  and d i s t r i h ~ l t ~ e d  : one 
copy t o  t h e  c i t i z e n ,  one t,o t h e  bus inessman,  and one t o  t h e  Temnle. T f ,  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  c i t i z e n  were t o  borrow a  q u a n t i t v  o f  p r a J n  from 
t h e  Temple, a s c r i b e  would make two c o p i e s  o f  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  ~ t a t , i n r  
the amount borrowed and t h e  i n t e r e s t  expect ,ed,  and would , r i v e  one cony 
t o  t h e  c i t i z e n  and t h e  o t h e r  t o  t h e  temple  a d m i n j ~ t r a t ~ i o n  f o r  i t s  r e c o r d s .  

Such t e x t s  of  more t h a n  4000 y e a r s  aEo may n o t  seem s t , r i c t , l y  numis- 
mat ic ,  bu t  t h e i r  p l a c e  w i t h i n  o u r  hobby i s  pe rhaps  s u p ~ e s t e d  by  t h e i r  
i n c l u s i o n  i n  Hans Schulmanls  book,  P r i m i t i v e  l."ionejr ( N e w  vork : 1967, 
p.  5 ) .  Ted Ranninc 




